
Menands Union Free School District
2025-2026 Budget Hearing 

May 7, 2025



➢ New York State Education Department requires that it be held not earlier than 
14 days and not later than 7 days before the annual budget vote

➢ Provides district residents with an overview of the proposed spending plan in 
the required 3 part (Administrative, Program and Capital) format

➢ The 2025-2026 Tax Levy calculation and limit

➢ Informs residents of what they will be voting on

➢ The District’s opportunity to keep taxpayers informed of changes that impact 
the school budget

Annual Budget Hearing



Expenditure Comparison

Included in the Spending Plan:

➢ District operated Pre-K program  

➢ Updated science kits and math curriculum

➢ Meets all contractual obligations 

➢ Maintains all student offerings both instructionally and extracurricular 



3 Part Budget
Administrative - Program - Capital



Administrative Overview

The Administrative Component of the budget provides funding for the overall general support and 
management activities of the district including the Business Office. This includes the salaries and 
benefits of all professional and support personnel who spends their time performing or supporting 
administrative, supervision, curriculum or other assigned duties. Other expenditures covered in the 
administrative component are legal services, auditing services and public information expenses.

The Increase in This Component is Due to: 

➢ Some of the line areas of expenditures are up; this is due to that reallocation of some expenditure 
codes, that where being charged to the incorrect component. 

➢ Business Office increase allows for contractual increases and allowance for additional support if 
necessary

The Administrative Component is the only component that is limited in the event of a 
contingent budget.  It cannot be more than it was in the previous year. 



Administrative Component



Program Overview

The Program Component of the budget provides funding for all expenditures that directly relate to the 
students of the Menands School District. Expenditures cover salary and benefits for all teachers and 
other professionals that provide direct and indirect instruction and support to students. Tuition for any 
instructional program is covered here along with all transportation expenses for students both in and 
out of district. Interscholastic and extracurricular programs are included here as well. 

The Increase in This Component is Due to: 

� Contractual obligations.

� The District will now assume expenditures for the Pre-K program. While the Universal Pre-K grant 
will help to offset the program, it will not cover all costs.  

� Assumptions for contractual obligations for transportation and health insurance are included.

� Continued implementation of the 2024-25 ELA curriculum, new curriculum for math and upgrades 
to the Science Kits. 



Program Component



Capital Overview

The Capital Component of the budget covers all expenditures that relate to the 
upkeep and maintenance of our building and grounds including the salary and 
benefits of all the maintenance and custodial staff.  Expenditures for debt service 
and any applicable interfund transfer are included here as well. 

The Change in the Capital Component is Due to:

➢ The increase in debt service for another short-term borrowing allowing the 
district to refinance once the Paving Grant is final – borrow only what is 
needed. 

➢ Funds are included to repair some of the concrete walkways to create a safer 
campus by mitigating trip hazards. 



Capital Component



Revenues



Tax Cap Calculation



Tax Impact On A Home 
Valued At $250,000

If assessments go up the rate will decrease and if assessments go down the rate will increase. 



  What Are You Voting On?

� The School Budget of $12,976,198

○ The budget requires a simple majority to pass, 50% + 1 yes votes, within 

the tax levy limit of 4.14% 

� Two open Board of Education seats

○ Patrick Semexant and Jason Hoffman have submitted petitions

� A $6.67 million Capital Project 

� Library Budget of $306,423

� Transfer ownership of the Library to the Library Trustees

� One open Library Trustee seat

○ Diana Praus has submitted a petition



If the Vote is Not Successful

➢ The district could put the same or amended expenditure budget up for a 

re-vote.

➢ The district could go directly to a contingency budget, not requiring a re-vote.

➢ After two unsuccessful budget votes, the district has to go to a contingency 

budget in which case the tax levy can not be greater than the previous year, or 

a 0% tax increase

➢ That would require expenditure reduction of $316,451



➢ Encourage family and friends to vote, Tuesday, May 20th 

12:00 pm-8:00 pm

➢ Absentee or Mail-in ballots can be obtained from the 

District Clerk.

➢ Absentee ballots must be received in the district office by 

5:00pm. 

➢ If you have questions about absentee ballots, reach out 

to Trish O’Connell, the District Clerk, at 

toconnell@menands.org or 518-465-4561 ext 101

What Do We Do Now?



Budget Vote & Board Elections
Capital Project

Library Vote and Board Elections
In-Person

Tuesday May 20, 2025
12:00 pm – 8:00 PM

Menands School
District Office Entrance

Questions or Comments


